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DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMNAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEZARANCE

Swift Creek Mill is a brick grist mill set on a high, uncoursed
rubble stone foundation, In 1965 the building was converted intc & dinper
theatre, but with little compromise to its scenic quality.

The building's brick portion is laid in five-course American bond,
indicating a mid-nineteenth century date for this fabrie. The stone ground
floor and basement levels may incorperate fabric from the original mill
erected on the site in the late-seventeenth century. Most other surviviag
early fabric such as windows, doors and structural timbers appear to be mid-
nineteenth century work.

The mill is covered by an unusually shallow gable roof which could
replace an earlier one of morve conventional proportions.

The four-bay west elevation or front ccatains doors im the inner bays
of the ground floor. Above the north doorway is a loading deorway which,
like the opening below, contains a nail-studded batten door, The windows
throughout the west wall have six-over-six sash (most of which is restored),
and are topped with flat wooden lintels. As part of the conversion of the
second story into a theatre, the windows on that level have been backed
permanently. The east elevation or rear has a window and door arrangement
similar to the west elevation although the second floor windows have been
‘bricked up. Two early doors, one a two section batten door survive on the
ground floor., Flood damage has caused the rebuilding of sections of the
south wall, however, the mill race and turbine machinery are intact on this
side. The turbine apparently was installed in the late-nineteenth century
to replace a mill wheel, A wooden shed addition sheltering the turbine was
removed when the south wall was most recently stabilized. The north wall is
largely hidden by a brick and stone modern but architecturally sympathetic
addition housing stairs, toilets, kitchen, and other facilities necessary to
the current function,

Although the interior has been remodeled extensively, its rustic
atmosphere has not been sacrificed. This atmosphere is enhanced by the
retention of muech of the early structural timbers as well as some of the
nachinery, including two sets of mill stones in their oviginal casings.

Despite the heavy commercial development in the area,the mill
proepecr ty iz still wooded and provides a handsome setting. Just to
the north is a small, mid-nineteenth century brick mill store with gable-~end
front and a stepped parapet gable, An unusual feature is the pavapet's top
step incorporating a chimney. Swift Creek with its large dam is immediately
to the south, and U.S. Route 1 passes to the west,.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A mill has been located at Swift Creek Mill for over three hundred
years, and the massive stone foundations of the present structure may incorporate
fabric from the original mill erected by Henry Randolph between 1657 and 1666.
This present building in its picturesque setting formed by the dammed creek
and wooded banks is practically the only early structure remaining on the noy
heavily developed historic Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike (U.S. 1).

The earliest mention of a mill at this location appears in a 1666
patent te John Wilson which gives as a reference point a spot ", . .about 100
paces above Mr. Randolph's Mill." Randolph immigrated to Virginia in 1623
and acquired the mill site in a 150 acre tract patented in 1657. Randolph
apparently operated the mill both as & merchant mill and a plantation mill
as it was adjacent to his plantation "3loomsbury’ . It coatinued to be known
as Rendolph's Mill until 1804 when ownership was transferred from Richard
Bland Randolph to William Rowlett. It then came to be known as Rowlett's Miil
uncil sold in 1852 by the heir of Williem Rowlett's son, Peter, to the Swift

Creek Ilanufacturing Company. Tt may be cduring this period that the mill wa%
largely rebuilt since most of the superstructure dates from the mid-nineteenth
century.

Civil War action was centered around the mill on May 10, 1864, when
Union General Bemjamin F. Butler's Arcy of the James attempted a crossing at
Swift Creek in a move against General Pickett's men on the south bank. The
battle site extended from Brander's Bridze to the west, to Ellerslie Plantation
on the east.

Following the war the mill was used as a distillery for corn whiskey
a5 well as a grist mill and was known as Schmidt's Distillery. This designation
ceased in 1872 when the owner lost the preoperty through lack of tax payment.
In 1929, after passing through several additional owners, the mill was acquired
by Amanda Percival who renamed it Swift Creek Mill. Milling operations were
continued by the Percival family into the 1950's.

In recent years the building has been successfully and sympathetically
converted into a playhouse and restaurant. It stands as a good example of a
successful adaptive use of a historic structure whose original function is ng
longer feasible,
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